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LETTER FROM  
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

 
Thank you so much for supporting YouthBuild Lake County through another exciting and eventful 
year; our 15th year of service in this community! We are excited to mark this milestone with you 
and to share the successes you’ve helped to make possible. 
 
Each year we receive incredible support from loyal donors, volunteers, and community members. 
Your generosity has enabled us to not only serve youth in our traditional YouthBuild program, 
which provides high school diploma attainment and construction training, but also to build 
capacity in our Career Access programming to alumni and other eligible members. Through 
Career Access, our youth pursue certifications and higher education in trades and in-demand career fields. We served more 
than 70 youth in the past year and are on track to serve 75 this year, all while continuing to support our growing number of 
alumni. 
 
We are excited to report that for the first time in nearly 20 years YouthBuild Lake County and the Illinois YouthBuild Coalition 
have secured state funding for YouthBuild programs through the Department of Education. Our state representatives really 
stepped up to the plate for YouthBuild by championing this funding on our behalf, and this support helped us to overcome 
a gap year as we anxiously awaited the announcement of the 2019 Department of Labor grant recipients.  We are proud to 
say that we were notified in December that we have been awarded the grant!  
 
We are also excited to report the growing success we have seen in new employer partnerships. After completing career 
training courses, members have received on-the-job training through internships in coding and computer programming, 
warehousing and distribution, automotive, and healthcare. YouthBuild graduates are working in healthcare careers and as 
apprentices in carpentry, plumbing, air conditioning, and facility maintenance. 
 
Thank you for being invested in our mission. Thank you for caring about the lives of the young people in our community. 
Thank you, thank you, thank you for your tremendous support. 
 
With deepest gratitude, 

Tameka Wilson
Executive Director



Career Pathways offered: 
Construction and Trades, HVAC, Transportation  
Distribution and Logistics, Healthcare,  
Information Technology, Automotive, Water Operators

  76 students served
  81% diploma attainment
  100% industry-recognized credential attainment
  640 Mock Interviews completed
  1,098 professional development hours completed

of internship placements: 30

of job placements: 52

of post-secondary education placements: 32

of community service hours completed: 9,465

of AMC scholarships: 24



YBLC is pleased to report that several recent alumni are actively completing 
apprenticeships in various high-demand industries. 
 

CODY, CLASS OF 2018  
Air Conditioning Apprentice, Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) at  
Great Lakes Naval Base 
After completing a successful year-long internship at YBLC and the first semester of a fast track 
Associates degree program at the College of Lake County, Cody has begun an apprenticeship in 
air conditioning.  “Before you know it, I’ll be permanent staff. I’ll do 30 years on the job and then 
be able to retire. My family and I are all goal-oriented, driven people. There’s always more out 
there to get.”  

LA’NELL, CLASS OF 2019  
Plumbing Apprentice, Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) at  
Great Lakes Naval Base 
La’Nell is just a few weeks into his plumbing apprenticeship and is excited by all of the different 
skills he has the potential to master. “I learn something new every day. It was the same way at 
YouthBuild. I’ve realized that my YouthBuild journey was everything that I needed. No matter 
what I went through or how many times I wanted to give up, I always came back to finish what I 
started.”  

ZAUL, CLASS OF 2019  
Apprentice Carpenter, Local 250 United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
Zaul completed a six-week training program with Local 250 United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners and is now a card-carrying Apprentice Carpenter. Zaul plans to own his own construction 
contracting business and build his own home. “During my time at YouthBuild, I learned to be more 
patient and make wiser decisions. I have matured into a better – even a tremendous – person. I left 
my past for a bigger and brighter future.”

ALUMNI  
APPRENTICESHIPS



SUCCESS  
STORIES

RYAN, CLASS OF 2005  
Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Great Lakes 
“After YouthBuild I got a job working for the Navy and am still at the same job. YouthBuild 
taught me carpentry skills and allowed me to figure out this is what I wanted to do long term. At 
YouthBuild I learned to take positive and negative feedback and to pay attention to detail. Today 
I set high standards for myself and my work. My long term goal is to pay for all five of my kids to 
go to college and make sure my family is well taken care of. I put in a lot of hours of work towards 
these goals. I work at it every day. I made a lot of friends and family at YouthBuild, and they still call 
to check on me regularly.”  

SOLOMON, CLASS OF 2012  
Maintenance Technician, Lake County Housing Authority 
“YBLC’s commitment to their members was the battery I needed to propel myself forward. I found a 
better me. My dedication and determination revealed my self-respect, self-worth, and ability to lead 
by positive example. I started at the Housing Authority as a custodian in 2015, and I now assist in 
overseeing 495 properties throughout Lake County as a Maintenance Technician. YBLC and LCHA’s 
partnership has been very beneficial for me and has helped me reignite my internal drive. To this day 
I am grateful to be a part of the YouthBuild family.”  

TATIANA, CLASS OF 2015   
Construction Laborer, Core Development 
“YouthBuild gave me the support, the training, the education, the love – everything you could name. 
It’s very inspiring. I see myself doing big things. I’m looking at the big picture. I’m taking small steps 
now so I can make it there. I have to give back hundred-fold because this program changed my life.”  

CHELSEY, CLASS OF 2019   
Bistro Staff, Lake Forest Place 
“I didn’t have as much guidance as I needed before YouthBuild and was on the verge of giving up. 
Coming to YBLC and seeing that people were actually here to help me felt good. All the mentoring I 
received helped me to change my perspective and invest in myself. YouthBuild helped me make the 
connections I needed to complete the Roberti Culinary Pathway and start classes at the College of 
Lake County, and now I’m on a path to achieve my dream of becoming a nutritionist.”



15 YEAR  
TIMELINE HIGHLIGHTS

YBLC named 1 of 5 
Regional Lead Advisors 
in career pathway 
training and post-
secondary education 
success among 
YouthBuild programs.

2014 2016

Tameka Wilson becomes 
Executive Director.

2018

YBLC partners with 
KaBOOM and Pure 
Good Storage to build 
a playground for low-
income families in  
North Chicago.

2004

YBLC programing begins.

YBLC becomes an 
official YouthBuild 
USA affiliate program 
and completes its first 
affordable housing 
project under the 
Executive leadership of 
Laurel Tustison.

2005

YBLC incorporates 
under founding 
Executive Director 
Sadika Queen.

2003

YBLC begins its 
first Green Homes 
Construction project 
with funding from the 
US Dept. of Labor.

2009

YBLC receives federal 
funding under the 
management of the US 
Dept. of Housing and 
Urban Development.

2007

YBLC begins offering 
Penn Foster online high 
school diploma in place 
of GED.

2015

YBLC launches Career 
Access program to 
assist YBLC graduates 
with college and 
advanced vocational 
training. 

2017

YBLC and the Illinois 
YouthBuild Coalition 
secure state funding 
through the Department 
of Education for the first 
time in nearly 10 years.

2019

2012

YBLC offers Certified 
Nursing Assistant (CNA).

2006

YBLC begins providing 
full Wellness Program 
in partnership with 
Rosalind Franklin 
University.

2008

YBLC becomes an 
AmeriCorps program 
in partnership with 
YouthBuild USA.

YBLC expands career 
pathway offerings to 
include Construction, 
Healthcare, and 
Automotive and begins 
housing rehab projects 
in Zion.

2013

Affordable Homes  
Built or Rehabbed:
2005, 2008, 2009, 2013, 2014,  2005, 2008, 2009, 2013, 2014,  

2016, 2017, 2018, 20192016, 2017, 2018, 2019



FY19 YEAR  
REVENUE

FY19 YEAR  
OPERATING EXPENSES

25%

13%

57%

72%

18%

15%

Private Fundraising 
and Events

Fundraising

Government  
Contracts

Programming

Public and  
Private Foundations

Administrative



Gold $5,000 - $9,999
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Berger*
Mr. Steve Blinderman
First Midwest Bank
Mr. and Mrs. David Liebman*
Nielsen-Massey Vanillas
Northern Trust Charitable Giving Program
PNC Bank
The Lake County Community Foundation
Uline
Mr. Gerry Warner

Silver $2,500 - $4,999
Aldridge Electric, Inc.
Anonymous
AT&T
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Berger
Mr. Jim Biel and Ms. Lesly Marban
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Charuhas*
Clark Construction Group, LLC
Complete Cleaning Company
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Cooper*
Great Lakes Credit Union
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Harper
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kelley*
Krügel Cobbles, Inc.
Macy’s Gurnee
Ms. Michele McGuire
North Chicago Community Bank
S. Edward Marder Family Foundation
Temps Now Employment & Placement Services L.L.C.*
The Trustmark Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Tilghman

Bronze $1,000 - $2,499
American Association of the Order of St. Lazarus
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Capp
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Cohen
Ms. Cora Colvin
Corkill Insurance Agency, Inc.
FHC Marketing
Mr. David Friedman
Mr. Andy Goodfellow
Mr. and Mrs. Drew Janes
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Kneeland
Mr. Robert Korman
Mr. and Mrs. John Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Michael 
Navy Pier*
Plante Moran
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Polen
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Rabin

Mr. and Mrs. Tanner Rice
Mr. David Rosenbloom
Sam’s Club
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Sanderson
Brad Schneider for Congress
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Van Leer
Walgreens Co.*
Warady & Davis LLP
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Warrington
Waukegan Township
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Weinstein
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Woldenberg
YWCA of Lake Forest and Lake Bluff

Copper $500 - $999
AbbVie
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Adams
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Almond
Mr. Apolonio Arenas
Dr. and Mrs. Ernest Beutel
Ms. Susan Bowey
Chubb Charitable Foundation
Citizens for Leon Rockingham
Dr. and Mrs. Greg Dairyko
Events at Independence Grove*
Mr. and Mrs. Joaquin Fernandez
Mr. G. Stephen Frederick
Ms. Linda Friedman and Mr. Jeff Crell
Mr. Paul Friedman and Mrs. Barbara Goldman
Mr. Paul Glickman
Mr. and Mrs. Haji Glover
Ms. Roxanne Gottlieb
Mr. Mike Grabill*
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Hart
Mrs. Teri Heyden
Ms. Cheryl Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Hill
International Council of Corvette Clubs, Inc.
Ironwood Foundation
Kirkpatrick Management Company
Lakeside 360 Partners LLC

DONOR  
LISTINGS

Diamond Donors  
$25,000 and Above
Dr. Chinni Chilamkurti (Prema Center, Inc. and 	
	 Rosalind Franklin University)*
EMCO Chemical Distributors
Healthcare Foundation of Northern Lake County
Hunter Family Foundation
R&W Machine Division, Warner Industries, Inc.
YouthBuild USA

Cornerstone Donors
Platinum Donors $10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous
Discover Financial Services
Elite Island Resorts*
The Grainger Foundation
Jelly Belly Candy Company
Mr. and Mrs. Rich Morris
P&G
Charles and M.R. Shapiro Foundation
Zoro*



Laurel Tustison Consulting
Dr. and Mrs. William Levitan
LFS Consulting LLC*
Mariani Landscape
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin McCann
Midwest Fence Corporation
Mr. Daniel Mohnen
Mr. and Mrs. Denis Mola
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Morgan
Mr. Kevin Mott and Ms. Romella Ferguson
Mr. Socrates Rivers and Mrs. Susan Curtis*
Mr. Ricardo Rodriguez and Ms. Cinthya Barrera
Mr. and Mrs. Denis Springer
Mr. Rao Surapaneni
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Tepper
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Chase Twomey
Unilock Midwest
Mr. and Mrs. John Walsh
Mr. Robert Wayne and Mrs. Gale Strenger Wayne
West’s Insurance Agency
Wines for Humanity*
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Wolf
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Wolf
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Yeterian

Aluminum $100 - $499
A.C. Properties LLC
Aargus Plastics
Mr. Alan Alport
American Writers Museum*
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Clay Atchley
Drs. Lewis and Lois Barr
Barsella Family Charitable Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Becker
Mrs. Iris Berger
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Bloom
Bluegrass Restaurant*
Ms. Wygenia Brisco
Mr. Philip Callahan
Chicago Blackhawks*
Chicago Red Stars*
Chicago Shakespeare Theatre*
Chicago Zoological Society/Brookfield Zoo*
Mr. and Mrs. Harlan Cohen
Ms. Adele Colton

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Considine
Mr. Michael Conway*
Mr. and Mrs. John Copp
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Crall
Ms. Jenny Davis
Destination Fitness*
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Digby
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Eber
Escape Artistry*
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Feinzimer
Mr. Michael Fickes
Mr. William Flores*
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Franklin
Ms. Kim Gates
Mr. John Gaughan
Gino’s East*
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Gould
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Greenebaum, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Greiner
Mr. Paul Groundwater
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Hart
Mr. Todd Hatoff
Mr. Tim Heisel
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Hirsch
Mr. and Mrs. Neal Hirsch
Mr. and Mrs. James Hisiger
Hitz Pizza and Sports Bar*
Mr. and Mrs. David Hnatovic
Dr. Neil Hochstadt and Ms. Shellie Kaiser
Mr. Alec Hoffman and Ms. Andra Hillis
Mr. David Hoffman
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Hofstein
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Hunter
Illinois Tenth Congressional District Democrats 
	 (Tenth Dems)
Illinois Tool Works
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Jaeger
Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Kalisky
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Kane
Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Karger
Kent Certified Wine Cellar and Trust*
Kingston Mines*
Mr. Chris Kizaric
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Knappstein
Dr. Steve Koppel
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Kovitz

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Kroll
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Kurland
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lamphere
Mr. and Mrs. Leif Larsen
Mrs. Meredith Leggitt
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Lewison
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Liebman
Mr. and Mrs. William Loeb
Lynfred Winery*
Mr. David Mangus
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Marder
Mr. Andrew McCarthy
Michael’s Chicago Style Red Hots*
Mr. Dan Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Mondschain
Mr. and Mrs. George Drowne
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Mullenix
Network for Good
Mr. David Noonan
Mr. Douglas Nopar and Mrs. Joann Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Norman
Northlight Theatre*
Oceanique Restaurant*
Mr. and Mrs. Matt O’Connor
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Olson*
Paintball Explosion*
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Perry
Piccolo Sogno Due*
PRP Wine International*
Mr. Steve Rappin*
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Rice
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Rizzo
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Roberts
The Honorable and Mrs. Leon Rockingham
Mrs. Nina Rockingham Tate
S.C.R.I.B.E., Inc.
Mr. Mark Samuels
Mr. and Mrs. David Scheffler
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Schwartz
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Schwartz
Ms. Nancie Schwarzman
Mr. Mark Schwitzenberg
Second City*
Mr. Bryan Segal*
Mr. Hugh Semple
Mr. and Mrs. Alton Shader
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Silverman
Skydeck Chicago*
Mr. and Mrs. Skip Stern
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Mr. Douglas Nopar and Mrs. Joann Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Norman
Northlight Theatre*
Oceanique Restaurant*
Mr. and Mrs. Matt O’Connor
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Mr. Lee Straumann
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. James Swartchild
Mr. and Mrs. Ian Sylvan
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Taussig
Teddie Kossof Salon & Spa*
Mr. and Mrs. J.R. Thall
The Law Office of Joel S. Charleston
The Mulch Center
Thrivent Financial
Mr. and Mrs. Jackie Tompkins
Mr. and Mrs. David Tustison
Mr. Stephen Tyler
UBS Financial Services
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Ude
United Conveyor Corporation
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Vender
W.W. Grainger, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Walsh
Mr. Bruce Weatherhead
Mr. Craig Weiss
Dr. and Mrs. Alan Weisz
Westin North Shore*
Mr. Rudy Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Sean Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Hutcherson Yearwood
Zanies Comedy Club*

Steel $1 - $99
Mr. Christopher Afram*
Amazon Smile
AMC Hawthorne 12*
Anonymous
Bent Fork Bakery*
Ms. Jeanne Boman
Dr. Catherine Boylan and Mr. Daniel Boylan
Mr. Scott Brown
Ms. Teresa Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Preston Bryant
Ms. Heather Burgess
Carol’s Cookies*
Cheesecake Factory*
Chicago Bears*
Chicago Botanic Garden*
Chicago Cubs*
Chicago White Sox*
Chicago Wolves*
The Chocolate Sanctuary*

Mr. Samuel Cichanowicz
Citadel Theatre*
City Lit Theater*
Mr. Milton Cloutier
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Cohen
Cooper’s Hawk Winery and Restaurants*
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cussen
Mr. Brooks Dozier
Mrs. Georgiann Dytrych
Egg Harbor Cafe*
Epic Deli*
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ex
Mr. Steve Foreman
Friends of the Genesee Theatre*
Glessner House*
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Honigfeld
iO Theater*
Intuit: The Center for Intuitive and Outsider Art*
Mr. Cody Ivory*
Mrs. Doris Jackson
Jewel Osco*
Joliet Slammers Baseball*
Ms. Trina Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Joseph
Jump America*
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Kaplan
Ms. Rebecca Klugiewicz
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Kreiter
Lagunitas Brewing Co.*
Lake Forest Symphony*
Laugh Factory*
Mr. Simon Lesser and Ms. Carol Patinkin
Lifeline Theatre*
Mr. Greg Mattson
Mavery Public House*
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Meskel
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum*
Ms. Kristen Perry
Mr. and Mrs. John Polydoros
Porchlight Music Theatre*
Ms. Sarah Racine
Mr. Bradley Roberts
Rockford Icehogs*
Ms. Mary Ross-Cunningham
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Sailer
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Schultz
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Simmons
Mr. John Soldo
Ms. Sarah Stoklosa

Takeda Pharmaceuticals*
The Morton Arboretum*
The Oriental Institute*
Victory Gardens Theater*
Mr. Michael Welsh
Mr. Bruce Werner
Windy City Thunderbolts*
Mr. Steven Zheng

Tribute Gifts 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Becker in honor of  
	 David Liebman
Ms. Susan Bowey in honor of Allen Berger
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Chapin in honor of 
	 Allen Berger
Ms. Nadine Clarkson in honor of 
	 Richard Wallace
Mr. and Mrs. John Friedman in honor of 
	 Allen Berger
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Lepp in honor of 
	 Seymour & Sandra Goldstein
Mr. and Mrs. Murray Lewison in honor of 
	 David Liebman
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Lurie in honor of 
	 Steve Blinderman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Minetz in honor of 
	 Allen Berger
Mr. and Mrs. Wally Nathan in honor of 
	 David Liebman
Mr. Ken Pell and Ms. Patty Goodman Pell 
	 in honor of David Liebman
Mr. Ed Roob in honor of Mr. William Kelley and 
	 Jelly Belly Candy Co.
Ms. Lisa Seltzer in honor of Allen Berger
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Smith in honor of 
	 David Liebman
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Sorkin in honor of 
	 Allen Berger 
Mr. John Stiefel and Ms. Lesa Ukman Stiefel 
	 in honor of Allen Berger
WOMN LLC in honor of Linda Friedman

*All or a portion of the gift was goods or services



2303 Kemble Ave North Chicago, IL 60064
847.473.3483 Phone    847.473.1023 Fax

YouthBuildLakeCounty.org

YBLC LEADERSHIPYBLC LEADERSHIP

Tameka Wilson  
Executive Director

Christopher Afram  
Program Director

Lynette Yearwood  
Finance Director

David Liebman  
Chairperson
Merit Partners LLC

Kay Kneeland  
Vice Chairperson
Retired, Abbott Laboratories

Mary Charuhas  
Secretary  
Retired, College of Lake County

Allen Berger  
Treasurer
Plante Moran

Bill Almond
First Midwest Bank

Cinthya Barrera
P&G

Marvin Cooper
Cooper Retail Consulting

Brad Harper
Uline

Rocki Hunter
Madisyn Hill Consulting, LLC

Drew Janes
William Blair & Company

Steve Blinderman  
Chairperson Emeritus
Blinderman Construction Company, Inc

Jon Hirsch
Krügel Cobbles, Inc.

Bill Kelley
Jelly Belly Candy Co.

Richard Morris
The Veterinarian Cooperative

Edward Polen
Chairperson Emeritus
EMCO Chemical Distributors

Robert Render
Lakeside 360 Partners, LLC  

Patrick Sullivan
Suss Consulting

Board of Directors

Directors Emeritus Leadership Staff




