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MISSION
Our mission is to provide underserved young 

adults with the education, training and 
life skills necessary to become gainfully 

employed and build a better future.



As I reflect on the past year, I am so happy to report that YouthBuild Lake County 
has moved past the pandemic and has emerged stronger than ever. We have 
improved our programming and curriculums, completed a construction project, 
provided vital service to the community, developed a brand-new program to 
expand our reach in Lake County, and much more! We have big plans for the 
future, and we are starting to take those Àrst steps as we speak.  

In the summer of 2021 we convened two task forces to help us determine the 
next steps for growth at YouthBuild Lake County. One task force focused on 
secondary education alternatives and the other on career training opportunities. 
These two groups met biweekly for several months and discussed possible areas 
of growth for YouthBuild Lake County.  The recommendations from these task 
forces were presented to our Board of Directors. Our staff and Board of Directors 
took that information and incorporated it into the development of our 2022-25 
strategic plan which was adopted in January of this year.  

To jump start our growth, we implemented a 12-week pre-apprentice program 
for trainees 18 and older who already have their high school diplomas. The 
program ofÀcially began in May 2022 and has seen great success across its Àrst 
two cohorts. This expansion is positioning us for exponential growth, allowing us a 
much larger impact area within our community. 

This growth would not be possible without the extraordinary funding we received 
this year from the federal and state government, as well as a record-breaking 
year for private donations. During our 2022 Spring BeneÀt, All in For YouthBuild, we 
raised over $247,000. This funding has allowed us to expand programming and 
hire and retain a skilled team of passionate, committed individuals. I could not 
be more proud of my staff as I watch them have a transformational impact in 
the lives of our youth. 

I know there is still more to be done in our community. I look forward to 
continuing to expand our mission throughout Lake County by providing new 
and exciting opportunities for success in the upcoming year. Thank you for being 
a part of this life-changing work. Your support has played a critical role in the 
success of our agency and our members. 

With gratitude, 

  

Tameka Wilson 

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



2022 IMPACT AREAS



VISIT YBLC.ORG/ANNUAL-REPORT-22
FOR MORE INFO ABOUT SPECIFIC IMPACTS



JAIME 
Jaime came to YouthBuild with the goal of starting a lifelong career. “I was doing 
landscaping and brick laying and I just kept thinking big picture. I wanted to build the 
house instead of things around it,” said Jaime. “The reason I joined the pre-apprentice 
program was because I was tired of the same pattern. I took a leap and it ended up 
being the best decision I’ve ever made.” Jaime spent his 12 weeks learning everything 
he could and excelled both on site and in the classroom. His commitment to his 
personal success has already yielded unimaginable results. 

After Ànishing his pre-apprentice program, Jaime was accepted into the Local 58 
Carpenters’ Union four-year apprenticeship program. He works full-time for Blinderman 
Construction as he progresses towards apprentice status. “This program and my job 
have been the biggest blessing of my year. I would not even be close to where I am at 
right now without YouthBuild.” 

VISIT YBLC.ORG/JAIME TO READ THE FULL INTERVIEW



JADE 
Before YouthBuild, Jade was overwhelmed by the structure of her high school. “I didn’t 
want to resume my education there because I struggled in a traditional high school 
environment. On the second day of Sophomore year, I didn’t even want to leave my 
car.” Jade’s anxiety hindered her time in high school. YBLC’s individualized approach 
helped Jade flourish and the anxiety she experienced in high school diminished. Jade 
received the emotional support and stability that she needed as she earned her 
diploma. Jade graduated with honors from YBLC in July 2022. 

Two years ago, Jade thought her education was over. Today, she is enrolled at the 
College of Lake County where she is working towards a degree in English. “I cannot 
even put into words how much YouthBuild has changed my perspective. I was in an 
extremely negative headspace in my life and attending YouthBuild gave me a sense of 
hope of having a future that I would be happy and proud to have.”

VISIT YBLC.ORG/JADE TO READ THE FULL INTERVIEW



SEYMOUR HOME
RENOVATION

PARTNERED WITH

115+
MEMBERS WORKED 
ON THIS PROJECT

12,000+
SERVICE HOURS

FROM THIS PROJECT



CONSTRUCTION WITH A PURPOSE
The Seymour House, which had been on the market for years, was in desperate need 
of repair. More than 115 YouthBuild Lake County members assisted in the home’s 
renovation and beautiÀcation and were able to give the house a new life, making it 
safe and sound for low-income families to live in. The home was restored to its former 
glory through skilled craftsmanship but modern improvements were made as well, 
including a beautiful pergola that was added to the front of the home. The project 
was completed in partnership with ReNew Communities, an organization dedicated 
to helping those in need of affordable housing. 

READ MORE

HERE



INAUGURAL
PRE-APPRENTICE 
PROGRAM

FUNDED BY

GROWING OUR IMPACT
This year, YouthBuild Lake County started a pre-apprentice program. This 12-
week program is available to Illinois residents over 18 who currently have their 
diploma and are interested in a career in the trades. The goal of this program 
is to expand YBLC’s impact on Lake County’s workforce development by 
opening our organization to an entirely new segment of potential trainees. 
YBLC decided to pursue the pre-apprentice pathway after the Board of 
Directors and senior leadership collaborated through a series of task forces 
to determine the future of the agency. This addition solidiÀes YouthBuild Lake 
County’s commitment to growth in the near future as we increase capacity 
to further our impact in our community.



100% CREDENTIAL ATTAINMENT 
THROUGHOUT THE FIRST 
PRE-APPRENTICE COHORT

25
NEW PRE-APPRENTICES 
WITHIN THE FIRST YEAR
OF THE PROGRAM

5
CAREER EXPLORATION  
VISITS TO DIFFERENT  
FACILITIES & UNIONS

READ MORE

HERE



FY22 REVENUE

FY22 OPERATING EXPENSES

PRIVATE

GOVERNMENT

PUBLIC & PRIVATE FOUNDATIONS

ADMINISTRATIVE

PROGRAMMING

FUNDRAISING

12%

60%

29%

11%

22%

66%

About the Department of Labor 

The US Department of Labor funds YBLC’s YouthBuild program through a YouthBuild Grant. This workforce product was funded by a grant awarded 
by the US Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration. The product was created by the grantee and does not necessarily 
reflect the ofÀcial position of the US Department of Labor. The Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warranties, or assurances of any kind, 
express or implied, with respect to such information, including any information on linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the 
information or its completeness, timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued availability or ownership. This product is copyrighted by the institution 
that created it. Internal use by an organization and/or personal use by an individual for non-commercial purposes is permissible. All other uses 
require the prior authorization of the copyright owner.

AbbVie
Adam’s Auto Body Shop
Blinderman Construction Company
Chalet Landscaping, Nursery & Garden Center
City of North Chicago
EMCO Chemical Distributors, Inc.
EQ OfÀce
Goodwill-Great Lakes

Greystar
Kroger FulÀllment Center
The Mulch Center
Naval Facilities Engineering Command
PGIM
Santana Equipment Trading Co
ServPro
Zoro

2022 Top Employer Partners



CORNERSTONE DONORS 

Diamond $25,000 and Above 
AbbVie Foundation 
Dr. Chinni Chilamkurti (Prema Center, Inc. 
   and Rosalind Franklin University)* 
EMCO Chemical Distributors
Healthcare Foundation of Northern Lake 
   County 
Old National Bank 
R&W Machine Division, Warner Industries, Inc. 
Steans Family Foundation  

Platinum $10,000 - $24,999 
Mr. Jim Biel and Ms. Lesly Marban 
Mr. Steve Blinderman 
Charles and M.R. Shapiro Foundation 
Discover Financial Services 
Jelly Belly Charities, Inc. 
James and Madeline McMullan Family 
Foundation Charitable Fund 
P&G* 
Zoro* 

Gold $5,000 - $9,999 
Aldridge Electric, Inc. 
Anonymous 
AT&T 
Balyasny Asset Management L.P. 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Berger 
Mr. and Mrs. David Carlson*
Mr. and Mrs. Regis Charlot 
Peter and Gabrielle Dion-Kindem 
Dynacoil, Inc 
EQ OfÀces 
The Generations Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Harper 
Mr. and Mrs. John Hill 
Mr. and Mrs. David Liebman 
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Michelotti* 
Nielsen-Massey Vanillas 
Uline 
YouthBuild USA 

Silver $2,500 - $4,999 
Abbott Laboratories, Inc 
Anonymous
Mr. Jim and Dr. Michele Arnold 
Mr. and Mrs. Marcus Arnwine 
Baker McKenzie in honor of Linda Friedman 
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Berger 
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Cameron  
Mr. Jeff Cercy 
Mr. Michael Coglianese and Ms. Jamie Denz 
Consumers Cooperative Association 

Determan Balk Family Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Raul Dominguez 
Mr. Robert Foltz and Ms. Kristina McSweeney 
Mr. Mark Foster and Ms. Alyssa O’Neill 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Gerlach* 
Mr. and Mrs. William Holman 
Integrated Facilities Solutions, Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Kaled 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Kane 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kelley 
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Kneeland 
Krügel Cobbles, Inc. 
Mr. Mark Kuhnke and Ms. Kimberly Bertini 
Libertyville Bank & Trust/State Bank of the 
   Lakes/Waukegan Community Bank
Pederson & Houpt 
PGIM 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Polen 
Mr. and Mrs. David Rosenbloom 
The Trustmark Foundation 
Mr. John Zachara

Bronze $1,000 -$2,499 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Almond* 
Anonymous X2
Aspen Lane Wine Company*
Assured Partners 
Mr. John Baker Welch 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Bauwens 
Ms. Terry Benzel*  
Ms. Susan Bowey 
Bulley and Andrews LLC 
Campobasso Family Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Capone 
The Stephen and Carol Capp Giving Fund 
Chalet Landscaping, Nursery & Garden Center 
Chicago Educational Research Foundation 
Complete Cleaning Company 
Mr. Mitch Erickson 
Ms. Morgan Fiets 
George Stephen Frederick Charitable Fund 
Friedman Family Charitable Fund 
The Henderson Foundation 
The Hill Group* 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hutchinson 
Ms. Cherae Jackson 
Mr. and Mrs. Drew Janes 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Kaya 
Knauz Auto Group 
Mr. Robert Korman 
Kroger 
Lakeside 360 Partners LLC 
Mrs. Dina Lazarski 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Madsen 

The achievements attained by our members are possible because of 
generous supporters like you. On behalf of our members, staff, 

and Board of Directors, thank you. 



 S. Edward Marder Family Foundation in 
   honor of Chris and Linda Marder Family 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Matson 
The Mulch Center 
Ms. Laura Nicolescu 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Norman 
Northwestern Mutual-Goris Financial Group, Inc 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Olson 
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Polk 
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Rabin 
Denis E. and Roselyn D. Springer Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Steinbach 
Mr. and Mrs. J.R. Thall 
Mrs. June Thompson 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Thompson 
Thompson Family Foundation 
Trotter & Associates 
Mr. and Mrs. Jake Turner 
Unilock Midwest 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Warrington 
William Blair & Company 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Woldenberg 
YWCA of Lake Forest and Lake Bluff 

Coppper $500 - $999
Aargus Plastics 
Allstate 
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Altounian 
Anonymous 
Mr. and Mrs. David Bishop 
City of North Chicago 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cussen 
Exchange Club of Gurnee 
Fairchild Industries 
Mr. and Mrs. John Friedman
Glass Solutions, Inc.* 
Mr. Paul Friedman and Ms. Barbara 
   Goldman 
Mr. Armin Gerhardt and Ms. Azita Saleki-
   Gerhardt 
Ms. Kathleen Green
Jamerson & Bauwens Electrical Contractors, Inc.* 
Mr. and Mrs. Ajit Katdare 
Kroll Patterson Family Charitable Fund 
Latimer Levay Fyock LLC 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McDonald 
Midwest Fence Corporation 
Mr. Daniel Mohnen 
Ms. Lilly Moss 
Ms. Karyn Quick 
RISE Dispensary 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Ryan 
Mr. and Mrs. Garth Sager 
Santana Equipment Trading Co 
Mr. and Mrs. Sandro Serra 
SERVPRO 
Mr. and Mrs. Antoine Shaw 
Mr. Ian Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Sullivan 
Taylor Enterprises, Inc. 

West’s Insurance Agency 
Mr. and Mrs. Sean Wilson 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Ziemke 

Aluminum $100 - $499 
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Albaugh 
Mr. Les Alderson 
Mr. Alan Alport 
Amazon Smile 
Ms. Jeneyl Anglin 
Anonymous
Mr. Rick Axtell 
Mr. Michael Bielski 
Mr. Eric Braun 
Ms. Wygenia Brisco 
Mr. Aric Brown and Ms. Vicky Denhof 
Mr. Jeff Buckley 
Mr. Mike Burdick and Ms. Pam Eskra 
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Burns 
Mr. Mark Callow 
Ms. Karen Carter 
The Law OfÀce of Joel S. Charleston 
Ms. Nadine Clarkson 
Mrs. and Mr. Kathleen Crews 
Ms. Chanel Crump 
Mr. Andy Debrueler 
Dieck, Arenas, & Associates, P.C. CPA 
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Digby 
Mr. Thomas Doe 
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Durbin 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Dwyer 
Margaret and Lester Eastwood Charitable 
   Fund in honor of Leila Whitley and Michael 
   Kerrigan's Wedding 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Eber 
Mr. Jerome Farr and Ms. Patty Cordova Farr 
Mr. Andrew Feit in honor of Allen Berger 
Mr. Mike Ferraro 
Mr. Michael Fickes 
Mr. Ray Fleming 
Mrs. Theresa Ford in memory of Lil' Leon 
   (Edwynne Leon Ford III) 
Mr. and Mrs. Herb Foster 
Friends of Adriane Johnson 
Mrs. Bobbie Gordon in honor of Allen Berger 
Mr. Tom Goris 
Mrs. Sheryl Gray 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Grumhaus 
Mr. Kevan Haarsma 
Ms. Juda Haley 
Ms. Sandy Hart 
Mr. Adam Henry 
Ms. Cheryl Hill 
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Hirsch 
Mr. Sean Hitzeman and Ms. Kris Kraus 
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Hoguet 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Hurwich 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Jaeger 
Mr. and Mrs. Leo Kane 
Gerry and Steve Keen Philanthropic Fund 



Mr. and Mrs. Ben Kim
Mr. and Mrs. Hornsby Kneeland 
Dr. Steve Koppel 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Kovitz 
Mr. Stephen Krull 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kurland 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Lappe 
Ms. Kiearrah Lawrence 
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Lenz 
Simon Lesser and Carol Patinkin Philanthropic  
   Fund in honor of David Liebman 
Mr. and Mrs. Yaish Levi
Dr. and Mrs. William Levitan 
Ms. Wendy Liu 
Mr. and Mrs. Dominic Lucente 
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Lundberg 
Mr. David Mangus 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Mantych 
Mr. Kevin Marko 
Marks Lurie Family Fund 
Mr. Sipriano Martinez 
Mr. Greg Mattson 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark McCracken 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Michelotti 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Michelotti 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Minetz 
Mr. Chandler Moritz 
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Mullenix 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Nguyen 
Ms. Danielle Niday 
Ms. Kaitlyn Norum 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom O'Neill 
Partners in Capacity 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Paulson 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Pearl 
Ms. Bridget Phillips 
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Redd 
Ms. Lizzette Richardson
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Rizzo 
Mrs. Nina Rockingham Tate 
Mr. Angelo Roncone 
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Schwartz 
Ms. Chantel Shackleford 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Shulruff 
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Siegel in honor of 
   Steve Blinderman 
Mr. Steve Simonian 
Ms. Lucinda Smetana 
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Sorkin 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Specht 
Mr. Jay Starmer 
Mr. Yovell Sullivan 
Mr. Rao Surapaneni in memory of 
   Sri Rajyam Siripurapu 
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Taussig 
The Honorable Ann Taylor 
Mr. Brad Thompson and Ms. Ellen Kogstad 
   Thompson 
Mr. and Mrs. Jackie Tompkins 
Mr. Ryan Trumpinski 

Mr. Scott Turow and Mrs. Adriane Glazier in 
   honor of Steve Blinderman 
Mr. and Mrs. David Tustison 
Mr. Samuel Vincent 
Mr. James WakeÀeld 
Waukegan Housing Authority 
Mr. Robert Wayne and Mrs. Gale Strenger 
   Wayne 
Mr. Kevin Weadick 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Weatherhead 
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Weinstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Weiss 
Ms. Zandra White 
Ms. Cheryl Wickland 
Ms. Veda Wilkins* 
 
Steel $1 - $99 
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Clay Atchley* 
Ms. Jill Barbacovi 
Beacon Place Community Center* 
Ms. Trudy Bradshaw 
Cardinal Health 
Ms. Amanda Chew 
Ms. Ebony Cox* 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Echales 
Fed Ex - Zion* 
Mr. David Forlow* 
Mr. and Mrs. Brooke Gottshall* 
Mr. Sheldon Gulinson 
Mr. Nereida Gutierrez-Castro 
Ms. Kathleen Howard 
It's Your Season 
Mrs. Doris Jackson 
Ms. Eva Javier* 
Ms. Trina Jones 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Kaplan 
Ms. April Koot* 
Mr. Kevin Lazarski 
Mrs. Gloria Lewis 
Ms. Sandy Mattinson 
Mr. and Mrs. David McHugh 
Mr. Kevin McKinley* 
Mr. Max Michelotti  
Ms. Tiffany Ndao 
Ms. Nikema Parker  
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Pingel 
Ms. Sharon Silverman in honor of Allen Berger 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Simmons 
Mrs. Lenita Sims-Spears 
Mr. Terrence Smith* 
Mrs. Claudia Steinbrecher* 
Ms. Sarah Stoklosa 
Ms. Theresa Tangonan*  

*All or a portion of the gift was goods or services



YBLC LEADERSHIP

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kay Kneeland, Chairperson
Retired, Abbott Laboratories

Brad Harper, Vice Chairperson
Uline

Allen Berger, Treasurer
Retired, Plante Moran

Drew Janes, Secretary
William Blair & Company

Nyerere Billups
AbbVie

Kimberly Bertini
University of Illinois Hospital 

Health & Science System

Jim Biel 
BlackHawk Industrial

Jeff Cercy
AbbVie

Mark Foster
Community Partner

Ron Gerlach
Retired, AbbVie

Dan Kane
PGIM

Marc Michelotti
Marc Partners, LLC

Garth Sager
Chalet Landscaping, 

Nursery and Garden 

Center

Veda Wilkins
P&G

John Zachara 
Integrated Facilities

Solutions, Inc. 

Together we can change lives, one young person at a time. | Learn more at www.yblc.org

2303 Kemble Avenue
North Chicago, IL 60064

Phone: 847.473.3483
Fax: 847.473.1023
Web: www.yblc.org

STAY CONNECTED

DIRECTORS EMERITUS

Steve Blinderman 
Chairperson Emeritus
Blinderman Construction 

Company, Inc.

Mary Charuhas 
Chairperson Emeritus
Retired, College of Lake 

County

David Liebman
Chairperson Emeritus
Merit Partners, LLC

Edward Polen
Chairperson Emeritus
EMCO Chemical Distributors

Bill Almond
Old National Bank

Jon Hirsch
Krügel Cobbles, Inc.

Bill Kelley
Jelly Belly Candy Co.

Richard Morris
ROI Consulting, Inc.

Robert Render
Lakeside 360 Partners, LLC

Patrick Sullivan
Suss Consulting

LEADERSHIP STAFF 

Tameka Wilson
Executive Director

Carlos Argueta
Director of YouthBuild 

Programs

Kashmir Crump
Director of Apprentice 

Programs

James Moore
Finance Director

Jennifer Olson
Chief of Staff
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